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Background

u At end of year 8 (age 13/14), pupils at Aylsham High
School (AHS) choose option subjects

u Recognition that more vulnerable young people may
not yet need the increased challenge of a wide range
of academic subjects, and

u  Severe risk of these students becoming NEET (Not in
Education, Employment or Training) in future

u  AHS developed yearlong outdoor learning course
focusing on skills linked to employability and
designed to improve self-confidence, resilience and
well -being




The Outdoor Learning Course

The place

u

u

mainly within school grounds

combined with off -site visits with potential employers and outdoor
specialists

The people

u

A part-time tutor employed by AHS 6t o desi gn and
outdoor learning course

Two groups of 8 most vulnerable students (potential NEETS) dto
participate in the programme

Dedicated learning support assistant - to support each group

Range of potential local employers and outdoor/environmental
specialists dto provide expertise and experience

Member of Senior Management Teamdto support the programme
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The programme

u

5 hours each week d 3-hour morning session and 2hour afternoon
session once a week, between Sept and June

Mi x of Bushcraft, Horti cul ture,
OQutdoorsdé (art, map work, keepi ni

Level 1 Gateway Employability qualification 9 providing flexible
framework for the course



Action Research (Period 1)
at Aylsham High School




The Action Research (Period 1)

Two external researchers observed the outdoor learning group
for 12 consecutive weeks between January and end of March
2015.

Objectives

u To test a variety of evaluation tools designed to
measure effectiveness/impact of the outdoor learning
programme at AHS

u  To share outcomes with partners

u To use outcomes to adapt and improve evaluation
methodologies - and the outdoor learning course itself




